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Bormatin Was Russ ijl 

^^ONN (AP) ~ A Claim lliat Rcinharcl Golilon. Scriatftiialmn 


ilitler’s lop aide, Marlin Bor- 
was a wartime Sovioi 
rt;^ was supported Monday by 
' “TTformer Czechoslovak journai- 
ist. 

Rudolf Slrocbinger, a 
}io journalist who fled to 
|st Germany after the Soviet 
iiwsion of Czechoslovakia in 
.3^^, said Soviet leader Josef 
himself confirmed Bor- 
ri^n’s si)vinj: aclivities in a 
pInValc discussion a quarter of 
century ago with . former 
c h President Edward 
^cs. 

Strocbingcr said the dis- 
i^ion was reported to him in 
by Gen. Josef Bartik. a 
confidant of Bcncs who 
ded Czechoslovakia’s war* 
jle military count crespionagt^ 
,lVi^ndon. 
r ! Bartik. who died in Prague 
Jri*'' 1968, led Czcclioslovakia's 
Dplilical inlclligencc service 
irbm 19J4 until the fall of the 
Bones gowrnmcnl in 19-18. 
"'According to him. Benos’s 
to him in KMi'i wcia*. *If 
laiiM is^ liMiig loday, he 
never be hanged because 
Iw^.was an agent of the Soviet 
.jUnjon,’ ” Strocbingcr said. 
.^'j^iSlroobinfier’s statement fol- 
lowefl a similar claim in me- 
moirs wrillen by former West 
G e r ^ n niUj^<M|cc., chief 




of iho memoirs started in the 
newspaper "Die 
weekend. 

Gehlen said Borma n r v iB p n - 
aged to escape to the ^vlel 
Union after the collap^ogBU- 
Icr’s Third Reich em^^led 
there a few years 

However, Bl roc binger said 
his informant could ptfP-'cop; 
firm Ibis. . ticib -j:Sf 

According ic Bartik, He 
Stalin told P- • that 
was captured by Sovi^ * 
ritics some time durlfl 
1920’s as a German Fm. 
insurgent in the Balti^^at^^ 
Bormnnn won his rel^^ \:vi 
j)romi.sing to spy for 
Blackmail 

•'Tiic signed .s'.atement 
comi)lctcly forgotten uHtir'lhe 
Soviets rcdiscovcret^W^ 
19-11,” Strocbingcr said; 
they blackmailed him 
ing for thorn.” ' ' 

Slroebiiigvr, a deputy- r^ibr 
of Prague's “Lidova Demo- 
kracie” until the • Soviet 
sion. said Rarlik gave 
iiifurmal ion diirii. . ;iii; 

he did as pari of 
uilo (lie history of the Czech 
inU'lligenco service. 

Bartik asked him not 
lish (lie Boruiann sloij 
cau.se ho intended IhcludM^^h 
•'in bis own inemoirs. :f' f 
"Bartik -<ii6d ini, I uo« jor Jul> 
Siroebinger :«aW.‘ *'bk» 
utie c would have iW’qt^d me 
itolil G old on eame : . lib' 

kin<l nf iidoniuiioit 
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Controversy Affects Publishing 

Bonn Says begat Siatus Mat (^rUied 


Negotiation! 


By HENKY RAYMONT 

NEW YORK (NYT) — A 
‘■^arp controversy in West Gcr- 
ny over ihc forthcoming 
...emoirs of Gen. Reinhard 
(;ehlcn, Bonn's former chief of 
intelligence, is having a sig- 
nificant effect on negotiations 
here for the publication of the 
book outside Germany. 

The possibility of prosecution 
of the author and his pub- 
lishers wa.s raised this week by 
Conrad Ahlcrs, the West Ger- 
man government’s spokesman 
in Bonn, when he said that any 
disclosure in the memoirs of 
confidential information would 
be a violation of Ue law. 

Enrlier, Gehlen's claim that 
Martin Bormann, Hitler's de- 
puty, hud been a Soviet agent, 
was challenged by such widely 
differing figures as Adra. Karl 
Doinltz, the last wartime lea- 
der of Nazi Germany, and Dr. 
Simon Wiesenthal, head of the 
Jewish Documentation <>nler 
in Vienna, which specializes in 
tracking down Nazi war crimi- 
nals. 

A s the debate unfolded. 
Chrlslophcr .Shaw, publisher of 
the Wor;ld Publishing Co., an- 
nounced that an international 
publishing group headed by Jiis 
company had obtained aU book 
and serial rights to (he Gchlon 
memoirs outside Germany. 


The group, known to Include 
the Book-of-thc -Month Club and 
William Collins Sons and Co., 
Ltd., of London, was said by a 
publishing official to hav'* of- 
f c r e d "substantially over 
$500,000.” 

But Shaw said that a numl)er 
of French, Kalian and Scan- 
dinavian publishers as well as 
U.S. prperback houses have 
been asked to suspend their 
bidding until the legal status of 
the manuscript has been clari- 
fied, 

"We first want to await de- 
velopments in Germany,” 
Shaw said. ”We also have de- 
cided that otiiCT publishers in-- 
tcrcslod in the book should 
firs' SCO Die English fransla- 
lion, which will contain mate- 
rial tliat cannot be published in’ 
the (Jerinan edition.” 

Shaw hinted that an Engli.sh- 
languagc translation, whicli 
could be used as the "master 
manuscript” for translation 
into other languages, might 
well provide a way to circum- 
/cnl the West German laws. 

In his statement, Ahlers said 
that under a law dating from 
the 1880s, any former civil 
servant writing about informa- 
tion he obtained while working 
for the government had to sub- 
mit his manuscript for clea- 
rance before it was published 


in Gerraany. Ahlers did not in- 
dicate how the law affected 
publication abroad. 

TTie conservative newspaper 
Die Well (The World) of Ham- 
burg was scheduled to l>egiii 
publishing excerpts from (he 
(Gehlen memoirs Friday and, 
as far as could be determined, 
had not shown them to the 
Bonn authoritie.s. 

Shaw said (hat Peler Kitncr, 
World's chief edilor, would 
work directly with (Jehlen on 
the translation into English of 
the 150,000-word manuscript at 
Gehlen’s home in Bavaria. 
Shaw said he expected the 
book would be ready for pub- 
lication in the United Stales 
next spring. 

"General Gehlen ha.s advised 
us that he would be available, 
and indeed welcome, close 
questioning about the claim.s 
he makes in lhcJ)ook,” Shaw 

said. 

Gehlen's allegation that Bor- 
mann, a convicted Nazi war 
criminal, had found refuge in 
the Soviet Union and died- 
there in 1969, drew sharp criti- 
cism from a variety of places. 
Only Albert Speer, former Nazi 
minister of armaments, has so 
far said publicly be shared 
Gehlen's assumption.. 


Docnitz, now fit 
lived in retiremei 
burg since his relee 
Allied war crimes 
Spandau in Hcrlir 
ago, said, ‘ 'I'hc g 
Bormann is com 
scn.se.” 

Wiesenthal, who 
in searching for cs 
war criminals on 
Jewish victims of 
secuHon, said in V 
he still holds to the 
Bormann is »n SouU 
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